Mov 12 04 1 1 : 17a 



Michael P* Fortkort 



703-435-8857 



P 



Patent Docket: 10392/46901 
Apprn No. 09/537,800 

In The Claims: 

Please amend claims 1,23-35,48, 62-64,72, 104-117, 131-140, 146-153 and 160- 
177 as follows (the unchanged claims are included for the convenience of tlie Examiner): 

1 . (Currenily Amended) A method for voting shares comprising: 
receiving by a computer prcicrcnccs regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 

corporation in a future corporate voting votes, said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the Ui>er\s shares; and 

automatically voting the user*s shares by a computer in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
completing a corporate voting form in accordance with the received preferences. 

3. (Original) Tlic method according to claim I, further comprising: 
communicating a completed corporate voting form to tlie corporation. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
converting a hard copy of a corporate voting form into an electronic format 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
converting a hard copy of a corporate voting fonn into a computer readable and 

communicable format. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the preferences. 



-2- 



PAGE2/39^RCVDAT11/12/2fl()4 9:58:27 AM [Eastern Standard Timel*SVR:US 



Nov 12 04 11:17a Michael P* Fortkort 703-435-8857 p 

Patent Dock<2L: 10392/46901 
AppFn No. 09/537,800 

7. (Original) The metliod according lo claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the preferences in a database. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method According to claim U lijrthcr comprising; 
communicating a list of a plurality of organizations to the user from among which the 

user can select to follow when voting the user's sliares. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1» further comprising: 
rendering a list of a plurality of organizations to the user from among which the user 

can select to follow when voting the uscr*s shares. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving voting recommendations regarding one or more coq^orate actions. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 1, furtlier comprising: 

receiving voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions from an 
affinity group. 

12. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
storing voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 1^ further comprising: 
entering voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions into a 

database. 

14. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , Turthcr comprising: 
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providing a user interface by which an affinity group enters voting recommendations 
on one or more upcoming corporate actions. 

15. (Original) The nictliod according to claim ) , further comprising: 
providing one or more voting recommendations to the user. 

16. (Original) Tlic method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
providing one or more voting preferences to the user, 

17. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
providing a layered set of altcn\ati vc voting preferences for each user. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

rendering a list of one or more affinity groups that provide voter recommendations on 
one or more corporate voting actions by one or more corporations, 

19. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of one or more of the affinity groups whose recommendations 
the user desires to consider when voting shares in at least one corporate action by at least one 
corporation. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further conipri.sing: 

receiving a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the user 
desires to follow when voting the user's shares. 

21. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the user 
desires to oppose when voting the uscr'.s sharcs. 
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22. (OrigiTiiil) The method according to claim 1 J further comprising: 
electronically communicating a user^s vote to the corporation, 

23. (CuiTenlly Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the user's siiarc 
shares arc voted based on a voting recommendriLion of one or more afllnity groups selected 
by the user. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method according 10 claim 1, wherein tlic user's ehftfe 
shares arc voted in accordance with a voting recommendation ofone or more allinity groups 
selected by the user. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim I, wherein the user's share 
shares arc voted in opposition to a voting recommendation of one or more affinity groups 
selected by the user. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein the user's shar-e 
sMlcs arc voted in accordance with a majority position held by a plurality ofaHmity groups 
selected by the user. 

27. (Currently Atncnded) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the user's share 
shares are voted in opposition to a majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups 
selected by the user. 

28. (Currently Amended) A compute r implemented rncthod for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vole a u.ser's shares in a 
corporation in a future corporate votcs_v©tmg, said preferences including an idcntincation of 
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one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

receiving by a comnulcr a weight to apply to each of a plurality of affinity group's 
recommendations; and 

automatically voting bv a computer the user^s shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate vot es. 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corj-)Oration in a future corporate votes v etttt^. said preferences inchiding an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

receiving bv a computer from die user a weight to apply to each of a plurality of 
affinity group's recommendations; and 

automatically voting by a coinputer the user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent cor]>oratc votes . 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user^s shares in a 
corporation in a futurc^corporate v otes v etm^t, said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

applying bv a compute r a weight to each of a plurality ofanmity group's 
recommendations; and 

automatically voting by a computer the user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes . 
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31. (Currently Amended) A computer i mplem ented m ethod for voring .shares 
comprising; 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in ft future corporate votes vettii^, said preferences including an idcntilicalion of 
one or more organi^sations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user*s shares; and 

automatically voting bv a computer the user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes , wherein the user's share are voled in 
accordance with a weighted majority position hold by a plurality of affinity groups selected 
by the user. 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented metliod for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a future corporale voles v tHmg. said preferences including an idcntill cation oi' 
one or more organi>:aiions whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; and 

automatically voting b y_a comnuler the user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes , wherein the user's share are voted in 
opposition to a weighted majority position held by a plurality oF affinity groups selected by 
the user. 



33. (Currently Amended) A computer impl emented method for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a future corporate votes_votif>g» said preferences including an identification of 
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one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the uscr'*> shares; 

receiving bx^JlP-O^PJ-tf-^^O^^ indication of a first allinily group whose 
recommendations the user desires to follow when voting shares in a corporate action; 

receiving by a computer an indication oFa second affinity group whose 
recommendations the user desires to fol Jow when voting shai'e in the corporate action if the 
first affinity group docs not provide a recommendation for the corporate action; and 

automatically voting by a computer Ihc user's shares in aceordanee with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequenl corporate votes . 

34, (Cuirently Amended) A computer implemented method for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
coq?oration in a future corporate votes v oting, said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

receiving by a computer a prioritized list of allinity groups whose recommendations 
the user desires to follow when voting shares in a corporate action; and 

automatically voting by a computer the user's shares in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent coiporatc votes . 

35, (Currently Amended) A ejDnipj.uc/_impJcmc^^ method for voting shares 
comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a fiUurc_corporatc votcs,voHtkg, said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user*s shares; 
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receiving by a computer an indication of a plurality of affinity groups whose 
recoTniTnenciations the user desires to follow in a predctermint;d order in case £i particular one 
or more of tlie plurality of affinity groups docs not provide a recommendation on a particular 
coj-poratc action of a particular corporation; and 

automatically voting by a eompiUer the user's shares in accordance with ihc received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes . 

36. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
enabling an affinity group to review one or more corporate actions. 

37. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
enabling an affinity group to provide recommcadations on one or more corporate 

actions, 

38. (Original) The method according lo claim I, further comprising: 
enabling an affinity group to provide recommendations a*> to tlic alTTniiy group^s 

position on one or more corporate actions. 

39. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising; 

receiving recommendations from nn affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including management, 

40. (Original) The method according k> claim I, further comprising: 

receiving recommendations from an affinity group regarding one or more toqwate 
actions, the affinity group including an association. 

41. (Original) The method according lo claim 1, further comprising: 
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receiving rcconimcadations from an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, tlie affinity group including a political organization. 

42. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving recommendations from an affinity gi oup regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including a special interest group. 

43. (Original) The method according to claim I , further comprising: 

receiving recommendations from an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including a trade association. 

44. (Original) The method according to claim 1, furtlicr comprising: 

receiving recommendations from an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including a competing corporation, 

45. (Original) The method according to claim 1, lurUicr comprising: 

receiving recommendations from an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity gi'oup including an afiiUated corporation. 

46. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving recommendations Jrpm an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including a market analyst. 

47. (Original) The method according to claim I, further comprising: 

receiving rcconnnendations from an affinity group regarding one or more corporate 
actions, the affinity group including a financial adviser. 
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48. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium storing inslruciions that, 
when executed by u processor, cause the processor to: 

receive preferences regarding how to vole a user's shares in a corporation in a future 
corporate yotes_vet4ftg, said preferences including an idenlilicalion of one or more 
organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting Ihc user's 
shares; and 

vote tlie user's shares in accordance with the received preferences in one or more 
subsequent corpo rate_vptc_s. 

49. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

complete a corporate voting Form in accordance with the received preferences. 

50. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause tlic processor to: 

communicate a completed corporate voting form to the corporation. 

51. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause tlic processor to: 

communicate a plurality of organizations to the user from among which the user can 
select to follov/ when voting the user's shares. 

52. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein tlic instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

receive voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions from an 
affinity group. 
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53. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

provide one or more voting recoramendationti to the user. 

54. (Originul) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to; 

receive an indication of one or more of the afflniLy groups whose recommendations 
the user desires to consider when voting shares in at least one coqiorate action by at least one 
corporation. 

55. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instnictions further 
cause the processor to: 

receive a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the user 
desires to follow when voting the user's shares. 

56. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instruclions further 
cause the processor to: 

receive a selection of one or more amnity groups whose recommendations the user . 
desires to oppose when voting the user's shares. 

57. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

electronically communicate a user's vote to the corporation. 

58. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the user's shares arc 
voted in accordance with a voting recommendation of one or more affmiLy groups selected 
by the. user. 
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59. (Original) The medium according lo claim 48, wherein the user's shares are 
voted in opposition to a voting rcconunendation of one or more aFfinily groups; selected by 
the user, 

60. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the user's shares arc 
voted in accordance with a majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups selected by 
the user. 

61. (Original) The medium according to claim 48, wherein the user's shares are 
voted in opposition to a majority position held by a plurality of afnnily groups selected by 
the user. 

62. (CuiTently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause tJie processor to: 

receive preferences regarding how to vote a user*s shares in a corporation in a future 
corporate yotes_vet4ftg, said preferences including an identification of one or more 
organizations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting the user's 
shares; 

apply a weight to each of a plurality of affinity group's recommendations; and 
vote the user's shares in accordance with the received preferences in one or more 
subsequent coroorate yotc s. 

63. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

receive preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a corporation in a future 
corporate v ote s vof ing, said preferences including an identillcation of one or more 
organiicalions whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting the user's 
shares; and 
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vote the iiser^s shares in accordance with the received preferences in one or more 
su bsequent corporate v()te.s , wherein the user's shares are voted in accordance with a 
weighted majority position held by a pluraJily of affinity groups selected by the user, 

64. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to; 

receive preferences regarding how to vole a user's shares in a corporation in a fiiturc 
eoiporate votes vothi^, said preferences including an identification of one or more 
organizations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting the user's 
sharc5i; and 

vote the user's shares in accordance with the received preferences in on e or more 
s ubseqtJcnt cornorLUe votes , wherein the user's shares arc voted in opposhion to a weighted 
majority position held by a plurah'ty of affinity groups selected by tlic user. 

65. (Original) An apparatus; for voting on a plurality of corporate actions involving a 
plurality of corjjoratlons, comprising: 

a shareholder voting preference interface via which a shareholder enters one or more 
preferences regarding how to vote the shareholder's shares in future corporate votes; and 

an affinity group interface via which one or more affinity groups can enter voting 
recommendations on specific corporate actions of one or more corporations. 

66. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, wherein the shareholder voting 
preference interface is provided by a server. 

67. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, wherein the affinity group 
interface is provided by a server. 
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68. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, furtlicr comprising a database 
storing the one or more shareholder preferences and the voting recommendations of the one 
or more affinity groups. 

69. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, further comprising a corporate 
intcrlucu For one or more corporations via which the one or more corporations transmit 
corporate action notifications and receive shareholder votes. 

<• 

70. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, further comprising a co^iorate 
interface for one or more corporations via which the one or more corporations transmit 
corporate action notifications and receive shareholder votes, the corporate interface provided 
by a server. 

71. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 65, further comprising a voting 
system comparing the one or more stored shareholder preferences and the stored voting 
recommendations of the one or more affinity groups and voting the shareholder's shares in 
accordance with the stored shareholder preferences and the stored voting recommendations. 

72. (Currently Amended) A computer impl emented method for managing a plurality 
of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of coiporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting recommendations arc 
to be followed when voting the user's shares in future corporate vot es: and 

if a match results, automatically voting by a computer in at least one of the plurality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference i n one or more 
subsequent corporate votes . 
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73. (Original) The method according (o claim 72, further comprising: 

receiving a plurality of preferences from the shareholder a., to how to vote each of the 
plurality of shareholder's shares. 

74. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
receiving descriptions of a plurality of corporate actions. 

75. (Origijial) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
storing the plurality of preferences. 

76. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
storing the plurality of preferences in a database. 

77. (Original) The method according to claim 72, ftu-thcr comprising storing the 
plurality of preferences in advance of a corporate action. 

78. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
completing a corporate voting form in accordance with the plurality of received 

preferences. 



79. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
communicating a completed corporate voting form to a corresponding corporation. 

80. (Original) The metliod according to claim 72, further comprising: 
converting a hard copy of a corporate voting form into an electronic format. 

81. (Original) The method according to clnim.72, further comprising: 
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converting a hard copy of a corporate voting ibrm into a computer readable and 
comiminiccible format. 

82. (Original) The method according to claim 72^ wherein ihc plurah'ty of 
preferences includes an indication of one or more organizations to authorize to vote at least 
part of the plumliiy of shares on behalf of tlie shareholder. 

83. (Original) The method according to claim 72, wherein the plurality of 
preferences includes a selection of one or more organizations whose position on one or more 
corporate actions the shareholder desires to follow for at least some of the plurah'ty of shares. 

84. (Original) The method according to claim 72, wherein the plurality of 
preferences includes an indication that shares of a particular corporation are to be voted in 
accordance with a first organization's staled position and otlier shares of the particular 
corporation are to be voted in accordance with a second organii^ation's slated position. 

85. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
communicating a phirality of organizations to the shareholder from among which the 

shareholder can select to follow when voting the shareholder's shares. 

86. (Original) The metiiod according to claim 72, further comprising: 
displaying a plurality of organisations to the shareholder from among which the 

shareholder can select to follow when voting the shareholder's shares. 

87. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
receiving voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions. 

88. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
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recciviag voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions from an 
affinity group. 



89. (Original) Tho method according to claim 72. fuithcr comprising: 
storing voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions. 

90. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further compri.sing: 
entering voting recommendations rcgardifig onc or more corporate actions into a 

database. 

91. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising; 
providing an inleifaee by which an affinity group can enter voting recommendations 

on one or more upcoming corporate actions. 

92. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
providing one or more voting recommendations to the shareholder. 

93. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
providing one or more voting pfefercnccs to the shareholder. 

94. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising; 
providing a layered set of alternative voting preferences for the shareholder. 

95. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
rendering a list of one or more affinity groups that provide recommendations 

regarding one or more corporate voting actions. 

96. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
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receiving an iiidicaiion of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the 
shareholder desires to consider when voting shares in at least one corporate action by at least 
one corporation, 

97. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
receiving a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the 

shareholder desires to follow when voting the shareholder's shares, 

98. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
receiving a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations the 

shareholder desires to oppose when voting the shareholder's shares. 

99. (Original) -The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
electronically communicating the shareholder's vote to the corresponding 

corj^omtion. 

100. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 

voting the shareholder's shares in accordance with a voting recommendation of one 
or more affinity groups selected by ti:c shareholder, 

101 . (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 

voting the shareholder's shares in opposition to a voting recommendation of one or 
more afilnity groups selected by the shareholder. 

102. (Original) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
voting the shareholder's shares in accordance with a majority position held by a 

plurality of affinity groups selected by the shareholder. 
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103. (Orifiinal) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 

voting the shareholder's shares in opposition to a majorily position held by a plurality 
of affinity groups selected by tlic shareholder. 

104. (Currently Amended) A ccimpmeiLimEkoM^^ 

plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 

the .shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 

including an idemification of one or more organization.s who.se voting recommendations are 

to be followed when voting the user's shares inj iiturc cornoratc v ni,..; 

if a match results, automatically voting by a c ompnl: <-r in at least one of the plurality 

ofcorporatc actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

receiving toxoniiiuter a weight to apply to each of a plurality of affinity group's 
recommendations. 

1 05. (Currently Amended) A cpmjMcH!rpJemc..u^ for managing a 

plurality of .shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising; 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality ofcorporatc actions, said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting recommendations arc 
to be followed when voting the user's shares in future corpo r:>fr- vnj^- 

if a match results, automatically voting b^iacpmElltcjiin al least one of the plurality 
ofcorporatc actions in accordance w.ih at least one corresponding preference; and 

receiving by a compu tgLfrom the shareholder a weight to apply to each of a plurality 
of affinity group's recommendations. 

1 Ofi. (Cun-ently Amended) A .comjiulerinii2imcnted.method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 
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searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
tlic shareholder as to how to vole shares and a plurality of corporate actions* said preferences 
including an idcntiHcation of one or more organ i/alions whose voting recommendations are 
to be followed when voting the user's shares future, corpor ate vo tes; 

if a match results, automatically voting bv a computer in at (cast one oftlie plurality 
of corpomte actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

applying b>y a computer a weight to each of a plurality of aflinity group \*i 
recommendations, 

107. (Currently Amended) A computer J nip 1 cnien ted method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
Ihc shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are 
to be followed when voting the user's shares in future^ c orpora te vptcx: 

if a match results, automatically voting by a computer in at least one of the plurality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

voting by a c omputer the shareholder's shares in accordance with a weighted majority 
position held by a plurality of affinity groups selected by the shareholder. 

108. (Currently Amended) A cpmj)Uter implemented method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are 
to be followed when voting the iiscr*s shares in futiire_corp_Qrate volesi; 

if a maich results, automatically voting by a computer in at least one of Oic plurality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 
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voting by_a conipyjtcr the shareholder's shares in opposition to a weighted majority 
position held by a plurality of affinity groups yclected by the shareholder. 

109* (Currently Amended) A co|ii£iitcrjiijjilwie^ for managing a 

plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurah'ty of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 
including an ideniification of one or more organisations whose voting recommendations are 
lo be Ibl lowed when voting the user's shares i n fiuurc c orporate votes: 

if a match results, automatically voting hv a c omputer in at least one of the plurality 
of corjDoraic actions in accordance with a( least one corresponding preference; 

receiving by a comput er an indication of a first affinity group whose 
recommendations the shareholder desires to follow when voting shares in a corporate action; 
and 

receiving by a computer an indication of a second affinity group whose 
recotnmcndations the shareholder desires to follow when voting share in the corponite action 
if the first affinity group docs not provide a recommendation for (lie corporate action. 

1 1 0. (Currently Amended) A comntiter implemented method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions^ said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are 
to be followed when voting the user*s shares in future cor]xtnUe votes: 

if a match results, automatically voting by.a c omputer in at least one of the plurality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

receiving by. a computer a prioritized list of affinity groups whose recommendations 
the shareholder desires to follow when voting shares in a corporate action. 
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Hi. (Currently AjT^endcd) A computer implemented method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said prcierences 
including an ideuiifi cation of one or more organisations whoso voting recommendations arc 
to he followed when voting the user's shares in future corporate votes: 

if a match results, aiitomaticuUy voting by a computer in at least one of the pkirality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

receiving by a c omputer from the shareholder a prioritized list of affinity groups 
whose recommendations the shareholder desires to follow when voting shares in a corporate 
action. 

1 12. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for managing a 
plurality of shares held by a shareholder in a plurality of corporations comprising: 

searching by a computer for a match between a plurality of preferences received from 
the shareholder as to how to vote shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said preferences 
including an identification of one or more organizations v/hose voting recommendations arc 
to be followed when voting tlie uscr*s shares; in future corponUe votes: 

if a match results, auiomatically voting by a computer in at least one of the plurality 
of corporate actions in accordance with at least one corresponding preference; and 

receiving by a computer an indication of a plurality of aftinity groups whose 
recommendations the shareholder desires to follow in a predetermined order in case a 
particular one or more of the plurality of affinity groups docs not provide a recommendation 
on a particular corporate action of a particular corporation. 

113. (Currently Amended) The cornpjutcr impjemegted method according to claim 
72, further comprising: 
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enabling an affinity group to review one or more corporate actions; with u compute r. 

1 14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
enabling an affinity group to provide recommendations via a comp uter on one or 

more corporate actions, 

1 1 5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claini 72, further comprising: 
enabling an affinity group to provide recommendations via a compute r as to the 

aflmity group*s position on one or more corporate actions, 

\ 16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 72, further comprising: 
receiving b y a computer rccommcndationi; from an affinity group regarding one or 
more corporate actions, the affinity group including one or more of the following: 
management, an association, a political organization, a special interest group, a trade 
association, a competing corporation, an affiliated corporation, a market analyst, and a 
tmancial adviser. 

] 17. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions thai, 
when executed by a processor/cauNc the processor to; 

search for a match between a plurality oF preferences received from the shareholder 
as to how to vote each of the shareholder's shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said 
preferences including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting 
recommendation!^ are to be followed when voting the user's shares in future corporate vote s: 
and 

if a match results^ vote in at least one of the plurality of corpoi*ate actions in 
accordance with at least one corrc^;ponding preference. 
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1 18. (Origina]) The medium according to claim 117., wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

complete a corporate voting form in accordance with the received preferences. 

1 19. (Original) The medium according to claim 117, wherein Ihc instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

communicate a completed corporate voting form to the corporation. 

120. (Original) The medium according to cluim 1 17, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

communicate a plurality of organizations to the shareholder from among which the 
shareholder can select to follow when voting the shareholder's shares. 

121. (Original) The medium according lo claim 1 17, wherein the instructions further 
cause the proccsi>or to: 

receive voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions from an 
affinity group. 

122. (Original) The medium according to claim 1 17, wherein ihc instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

provide one or more voting recommendations to the shareholder, 

J 23, (Original) The medium according to claim 117, wherein the instructions iuiiher 
cause the processor to: 

receive an indication of one or more of the aflmity groups whose recommendations 
the shareholder desires lo consider when voting shares in at least one corporate action by at 
least one corporation. 
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124. (Originul) The inedium according to cluim 1 17, wherein the instructions funhcr 
cause the processor to: 

receive a selection of one or more affinity groups wJiosc recommendations the 
shareholder desires to follow when voting Ihc shareholder's shares. 

125. (Original) The raedium according to claim 1 17, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

receive a selection of one or more affinity groups whose recommendations tlic 
.shareholder desires to oppose when voting the shareholder's shares. 

126. (Original) The medium according to claim 1 17, wherein the instructions further 
cause the processor to: 

elcctTonically comnnmicate a shareholder's vote to the eoiporation, 

1 27. (Original) The medium according to claim 1 17, wherein the .^shareholder's 
shares arc voted in accordance with a voting recommendation of one or more affinity groups 
scl cc ted by th e sh are ho I der. 

128. (Original) The medium according to claim 117, wherein the shareholder's 
shares are voted in opposition to a voting recommendation of one or more affinity groups 
selected by the sliareholdcr. 



129. (Original) The medium according to claim 1 17, wherein the shareholder's 
shares are voted in accordance with a majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups 
selected by the shareholder. 
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130. (Original) The medium according lo claim 1 17, wherein Ihe shareholder's 
shares are voted in opposition to a majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups 
selected by the shareholder. 

131. (Currently Atnended) A eomputcr readable medium storing {nslructionn that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

search for a match between a plurality of preferences received from the shareholder 
as to how to vote each of the shareholder's shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said 
preferences including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting 
recommendations are to be followed when voting the user's shares i n future cornomte vote s: 
apply a weight lo each of a plurality of affinity group's recommendations; and 
if a match results, vote in at least one of the plurality of corporate actions in 
accordance with at least one con^esponding preference. 

132. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by u processor, cause the processor to: 

search for a match between a plurality of prcfei'cnccs received irom the shareholder 
as to how to vote each of the shareholder's shares and a plurality of coiporatc actions, said 
preferences including an identification of one or more organizations whose voting 
recommendations arc to be followed when voting the user's shares in future corporate vot es: 
and 

if a match results, vote in at least one of the plurality of cojporatc actions in 
accordance with at least one corresponding preference, wherein the shareholder's shares arc 
voted in accordance with a weighted majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups 
selected by the shareholder. 

133. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 
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search for a match between a plurality of preferences received from tlic shareholder 
as lo how to vote each of the shareholder's shares and a plurality of corporate actions, said 
preferences including an identification of one or more organisations whose voting 
recommendations arc to be followccl when voting the user's shares in future con^orate votes : 
and 

if a match results, vole in at least one of the plurality of corporate actions in 
accordance with at least one corresponding preference, wherein the shareholder's shares are 
voted in opposition to a weighted majority position held by a plurality of affmity groups 
selected by the shareholder. 

1 34. (Currently Amended) A computer im plemented, method for voting shares in a 
cori:?oration, comprising: 

developing recommendations regarding a coiporate voting via a compuier: and 
communicating by a computer tlie recommendations to a service that automatically 

votes a user's shares in the corporation based on user preferences nreviouslv establi shed for 

future corporate votes regarding the recommendations. 

135. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
134, wherein the voting recommendations regard one or more corporate actions. 

136. (Currently Amended) The cpmpiUCMmpJcm^^^ according to claim 
134, wherein the service votes the user's shares in accordance with tlie recommendations. 

1 37. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
134, wherein the service votes the user's shares in opposition to the recommendations. 

138. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
134, further comprising: 
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entering voting rccommcnd«itiuns regarding one or more corporate actions. 

139. (Currently Amended) The co mputer I'mnlcmcnted method according to claim 
134, further comprising: 

ciilering voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions into a 
database. 

140. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to; 

develop recommendations regarding a corporate voting; and 

communicate the recommendations to a service that automatically votes a user's 

shares in the corporation based on user preferences p reviously established for future 

corporate vote s regarding the recommendations. 

141. (Original) Tlie medium according to claim 140, wherein the voting 
recommendations regard one or more corporate actions. 

142. (Original) The medium according to claim 140, wherein the service votes the 
user's shares in accordance with the recommendations. 

143. (Original) The medium according lo claim 140, wherein thcyservice votes the 
user's shares in opposition to the recommendations. 

144. (Original) The medium according to claim 140, wherein tlie instt'uctions further 
cause the processor to: 

enter voting recommendations regarding one or more corporate actions. 
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145. (Original) The medium according to claim 140, wherein tbe instructions further 

CAusc the processor lo: 

enter voting recommendations rcgsirding one or more corporate actions into a 

database. 

146. (Currently Amended) A enmputer i mplement ed method for obtaining a vote of 
a user's shares in a corporation in a corporate voting comprising: 

communicating by a computer a corporate voting form Ibr a user holding shares in a 
corporation; and 

receiving wiUi a computer the user's vote from a service that votes the user's shares 
in accordance with preferences of the user nrsyioMlxesiabJished^^ 
regarding voting recommendations provided by one or more organizations. 

147., (Cuncntly Amended) The cnmputcr i mnlemc tit«t_mcthod according to claim 
146, wherein the user's vote is received via a completed corporate voting form. 

148. (CuiTcnlly Amended) The com puter implemented -method according to claim 
1 46, wherein the corporate voting form is communicated clectronieally. 

149. (Currently Amended) The m)rnnutcr imnlc mented method according to claim 
146, wherein the user's vote is received electronically. 

1 50. (Currently Amended) The r.nmputer implemen ted method according to claim 
146, wherein the service votes the aser's shares based on recommendations provided by one 
or more affinity groups. 
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] 51 . (Currently Amended) 1'he computer implemented method according to claim 
146, whcrcia tlic service votes the user's shares in accordance witli recommendations 
provided by one or more allmity groups. 

152. (Cunently Amtjnded) The c(^mpulcr implomcnled method according to claim 

J 46, wherein the service votes the user*s shares in opposition to recommendations provided 
by one or more affinity groups. 

153. (Cuncntly Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions that, 
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to: 

communicate a corporate voting form for a user holding shares in a coiporation; and 
receive the user's vote from a service that automatically votes the user's shares in 
accordance with prcicrcnccs of the user nrcyi.ouslv _csta.bjislicdjorj:uturc_corpo 
regarding voting recommendations provided by one or more organizations* 

154. (Original) The medium according to claim 153, wherein the user's vote is 
received via a completed corporate voting form. 

155. (Original) The medium according Lo claim 153, wherein ihe COr|iorale voting 
form is communicated electronically.. 

156. (Original) The medium according to claim 153, wherein the user's vote is 
received electronically. 

157. (Original) Tlic medium according to claim 153, wherein the service votes the 
user's shares based on recommendations provided by one or more affinity groups. 
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158. (Original) The incdium according to claim 153, wherein the service votes the 
user's shares in aecordanec with rceoinmcndations provided by one or more affinity groups, 

159. (Original) The medium according to claim 153, wherein the service votes the 
user's shares in opposition to recommendations provided by one or more affinity groups. 

160. (Currently Atncnded) A cQ_mn_utcr_imDlcm cnted method for generating a vole 
or a user's shares in a corporation comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a coiporate voting, said preferences including an identification of one or more 
organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting the user's 
shares in future corporate votes : and 

automatically submitting by a computer the vote in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent corporate votes . 

161. (Currently Amended) The comout cr implemented method accordint^ to claim 
160, wherein the preferences arc received from the user by a computer . 

1 62. (Currently Amended) The cpmputerjmplcmcntcd^^ according to claim 
160, wherein the preferences are received electronically by a computer . 

1 63. (Cunently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
1 60, wherein the vote is submitted to the corporation bv n c omputer. 

164. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
160, wherein the vote is submitted electronically b^j^ajcpm^utcr. ' 
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165. (Currently Amended) The comnuter imnlcmented method according to claim 
160, further comprising: 

communicating by a computer a plurality of organizations to the user from among 
which the user can select to follow when voting the user's shares. 

166. (CurrcnLly Amended) The computer im Dlcmentcd_method according to claim 
1 60, further comprising; 

rendering bv a co mputer a plurality of organizations to the user from among which 
the user can select lo follow when voting the uscr*s shares. 

167. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
160, further comprising: 

receiving bv a computer voting recommendations regarding one or more coiporatc 
actions from an affinity group. 

168. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
1 60, further comprising; 

providing by a computer one or more voting recommendations to the user, 

169. (Currently Amended) The computer implemented method according to claim 
1 60, further comprising: 

rendering bv a compu icr a list of one or more affinity groups that provide voter 
recominendations on one or more corportiLe voting actions by one or more corporations. 

170. (Currently Amended) The computer impleme nted method according to claim 
160, further comprising: 
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receiving by a coinputcr an indication of one or more of affinity groups whose 
recommendations the i3ser desires to con<;idcr when voting shares in at least one corporate 
action by at least one corporation. 

171. (Currently Amended) The comput er itnplcmented m ethod according to claim 
160. further comprising: 

receiving bv_a c omputer a selection of one or more affinity groups whose 
recommendation^! the user desires to follow when voting the user's shares. 

172. (Currently Amended) The com puter implemented method according to claim 
1 60, further comprising: 

receiving by a computer a selection of one or more affinity groups whose 
recommendations the user desires to oppose when voting Ihc user's shares. 

173. (CiuTcntly Amended) Tbe computer implcmcn te_d_mctliod according to claim 
160, wherein the uscr'.s shares are voted bv a computer b ased on a voting recommendation of 
one or more affinity groups selected by the user. 

174. (Currently Amended) 1'he computer im plcmcntcd^mcthod according to claim 
160, wherein the user's shares arc voted bv a computer b ased on a majority position held by 
a plurality of affinity groups selected by the user. 

175. (Currently Amended) A computer imnlcm cntcd_method for generating a vote 
of a user's shares in a corporation comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vole a user's shares in a 
coiporation in a (iilure corporate votes vot i ng , said preferences including an identification of , 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 
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receiving bv a comput er a weight to apply to each of a plurality of affinity group's 
rcconnmcndationfi; and 

automatically submitting hv a computer the vote in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or more subsequent coiporate votes , 

176. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented, method for generating a vote 
ofa u<;cr's shares in a corporation comprising: 

receiving by u computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in e future corporate votes vo t i n g, said preferences including an identification of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations arc to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

applying by a computer a wtiight to each ofa plurality of affmity gioup's 
recommendations; and 

automatically submitting by a computer tlic vote in accordance with the received 
prolcrcnccs in one or more subscqucm corporate votes . 

177, (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for generating a vote 
of a user's shares in a corporation comprising: 

receiving by a computer preferences regarding how to vote a user's shares in a 
corporation in a future corporate vt^tes voting , said preferences including an identidcation of 
one or more organizations whose voting recommendations are to be followed when voting 
the user's shares; 

automatically submitting bv a computer the vote in accordance with the received 
preferences in one or moT'e subsequent corporate voles , wherein the user's shares are voted 
bv a computer based on a weighted majority position held by a plurality of affinity groups 
selected by the user. 
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